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Electrically Stunned Animal Feel Pain?

There is evidence from human beings that electrical stimulation is
painful. Electrical current is widely used to torture people in South
America/ the Middle East and China; cattle prods or electric batons are
used. Victims of torture attest that the larger the voltage or current, the
more painful it is; they do not go unconscious immediately. The power
used to torture people is of the same order as that used to stun animals.
Greater energy used in the electric chair kills the victim after some
minutes, or spoils the taste of meat. Of course, the voltages and currents
experienced by the human beings or animals are much lower than those
coming out of the devices they use, because the electrodes can not be
applied accurately and firmly, and there are alternative pathways across
the skin, through the skin and into the tissues. In the case of prisoners in
the electric chair, the electrodes are moistened and bound firmly to the
head and foot to ensure good contact. Burns occur at the sites of contact
with the electrodes. Those due to torture of human beings may be very
small. They have been detected histologically in biopsies taken from
victims at the Rehabilitation and Research Centre for Torture Victims in
Copenhagen. Massive burns and charring are seen at the sites where the
electrodes are attached when the electric chair is used. Patients who are
given electroshock for manic depression, are anaesthetised because of the
stress and pain which would be caused. Other patients, whose hearts
require defibrillation with large amounts of energy, are now
anaesthetised, because those who recovered complained of the pain.
Powerful muscle contraction causes painful cramps in athletes.
Perhaps the most obvious evidence is that it is painful to touch the
electric mains. Why, then, is it so widely believed that electrical
stunning is humane?



